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Phyllis
Schlafly
died of
cancer

at her
home in
St. Louis.

Firebrand
battled

the ERA
in 1970s

Traditional roles
for women were
her objective

By Patricia Sullivan
Washington Post

Phyllis Schlafly, a conserva-
tive activist, lawyer and
author who is credited with
almost single-handedly stop-
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Howard Guthmann, a retired ophthalmologist who graduated from Central High School in 1940 — the
same year as “Peanuts” creator Charles M. Schulz (below) — and wife Betsy, a 1946 Central grad, show
some of their school memorabilia Thursday in St. Paul.

Rock

Central High School, the alma mater of
Charles M. Schulz and Dave Winfield,

celebrates 150 years of success stories

By Josh Verges
jverges@pioneerpress.com

In 1935, a 14-year-old farm boy
failed again and again to pass the
English test needed to get onto
St. Paul Central High School’s
academic track.

“They reasoned with my par-
ents that I wasn’t really college
material,” said Lowell Gess, now
95 and a retired ophthalmologist.

After lobbying from his parents

of a school
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and some extra work, Gess grad-
uated from Central and went on
to Macalester College, where he
got a student job in the English
department grading other stu-
dents’ papers.

The state’s oldest high school,
celebrating its 150th anniversary,
has a well-deserved reputation
for pushing kids to excel, said
Jean O’Connell, a 1970 graduate ,

CENTRAL TURNS 150, 2A>
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